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1. Generally speaking, what is a dissertation / thesis (卒業論文)? 
 
A dissertation is a final year project that must be carried out by each of you 
independently! It is one kind of research writings through which you must 
demonstrate the following two major achievements in order to graduate: 
 

(i) You have acquired, over a four-year period of undergraduate studies, 
the requisite knowledge in the academic discipline you have chosen.  

(ii) You have developed, based on the knowledge acquired, an original 
point of view in a particular area of interest.  
 

2. What is the ultimate goal of writing a dissertation? 
 
Besides demonstrating your overall intellectual and management skills, the 
ultimate goal of writing a dissertation is to convince your professors, through 
logical argumentation, to accept the original point of view you have developed 
based on the knowledge acquired. 
 
3. Why is it important to write a dissertation? 
 

(i) Graduation 
(ii) Postgraduate studies 
(iii) Job interviews 

 
4. What are the major difficulties encountered in writing a dissertation? 
 

(i) Time management 
(ii) Developing an original research idea 
(iii) Providing a convincing support for the idea 

 
5. Why is logical thinking training important for writing a dissertation? 
 
Writing a dissertation, like writing a research paper, is basically a process of 
developing an original research idea and providing a convincing support for the 
idea. In this sense, writing a dissertation is basically a process of logical 
argumentation, because the convincing power of your dissertation can only be 
generated through the argumentation.  
 
6. What exactly is logical thinking training?  
 
Logical thinking training enables you to develop analytical skills that are crucial 
to research. But more importantly, it enables you to learn how to convince, 
which is perhaps the most important skill of interpersonal communication. In 
this training, you will learn the following: 
 

(i) How to clarify your main research idea.  
(ii) How to distinguish between good and bad arguments. 
(iii) How to build a basic logical argument for your research.  


