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Professor Yoshio Nagai

I have known Professor Yoshio Nagai, the leading Japanese scholar on the life and work of
Jeremy Bentham, for so long that | cannot recall when we first met. It must have been in the 1970s (or
perhaps earlier) that our paths began to cross, as both of us pursued the lonely roads through the com-
plexities of Bentham’s thought and the voluminous collections of manuscripts at University College
London, the British Library, and elsewhere. His two books on Bentham are part of the fruit of these
decades of research. Although | have been unable to read them (due to my inability to read Japanese)
I have heard his papers in English and shared many interesting conversations about Bentham and on
other topics. These have revealed a serious, independent, enquiring, and original mind with much
creativity in his outlook and approach.

When | became General Editor of the Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham in 1983, Professor
Nagai and I could cooperate more fully to bring the new Bentham research from the Collected Works
other new developments in utilitarianism more generally to Japan. This enterprise culminated in the
highly successful fourth major conference of the International Society for Utilitarian Studies, which
was held in Tokyo in August 1994, with Professor Nagai as the main organizer and ably supported
by Professors Otonashi and Hijikata of Chuo University. From this conference numerous other meet-
ings followed, including those sponsored by the Japanese Society for Utilitarian Studies, which was
founded by Professor Nagai. He has encouraged the study of Bentham and utilitarianism in Japan
which, now sufficiently established in two academic generations, will continue in the future.

When | visited his house in Nagoya, | was privileged to see the grand library that he had estab-
lished, full of numerous important works in Japanese, English, French and other languages. Particu-
larly fascinating for me was his collection of rare early translations of Dumont’s versions of Ben-
tham’s writings, published at the beginning of the modern Japanese state.

In recent years Professor Nagai has sent me several CDs of the Nagoya Symphony Orchestra
in which he has played the cello. The orchestra as a whole plays very well and | have enjoyed the per-
formances of mainly Western classics. The choice of the cello suits a passionate personality with a
love of beauty. That is how | see Professor Nagai’s personality which has guided his considerable
scholarship over many years.

Congratulations on this important occasion.

Frederick Rosen
Professor Emeritus of the History of Political Thought
Honorary Senior Research Fellow, the Bentham Project

University College London
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David Hartley, Hartley’s Theory of the Human Mind, on the Principle of the Association of Ideas, London,
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David Hartley, Observations on Man, his Frame, his Duty, and his Expectations, in Two Parts, 3 vols, Lon-
don, 1791.
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Joseph Priestley, Tracts of the Test Acts, London, 1789.
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Erasmus Darwin, The Botanic Garden, London, 1824.
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Thomas Walker, An Authentic Account of the Riots in Birmingham, on the 14th,15th,16th, and 17th days
of July, 1791; also ,the Judge’s Charge, the Pleadings of the Counsel, and the Substance of the Evidence
given on the Trials of the Rioters.... The whole compiled, London, 1791.
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Joseph Priestley, The Duty of Forgiveness of Injuries: A Discourse Intended To be Delivered Soon after
the Riots in Birmingham, Birmingham, 1791.
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Samuel Romilly, Thoughts on the Probable Influence of the French Revolution on Great Britain,
London, 1790.
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Edmund Burke, A Letter from Mr. Burke, to a Member of the National Assembly; in Answer to some Ob-
jections to his Book on French Affairs, 4th ed., Paris, 1791.
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James Mackintosh, Vindiciae Gallicae. Defence of French Revolution and the English Admirers,... 2nd
ed., corrected, London, 1791.
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Joseph Priestley, Letters to the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, Occasioned by his Reflections on the

Revolution in France, 3rd ed., Birmingham, 1791.
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Richard Hey, Happiness and Rights, A Dissertation upon Several Subjects Relative to the Rights of Man
and his Happiness, York, 1792.
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Nicholas Vansittart, An Inquiry into the State of Finances of Great Britain; in Answer to Mr. Morgan’s
Facts, London, 1796.
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Francis Jeffrey, Contributions to the Edinburgh Review, 2nd ed., Vol. 3, London, 1846.
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[Lord Kames], The Gentleman Farmer. Being an Attempt to Improve Agriculture, by Subjecting it to the
Test of Rational Principles..., Dublin, 1779.
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Lewis Cornaro, Methods of Attaining a Long and Healthful Life. .., Translated from the Italian, 33rd ed.,
London, 1821.
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[Thomas Southwood Smith], Use of the Dead to the Living, London, 18281 O O OOT00 O
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Joseph Lancaster, Improvements in Education, as it Respects the Industrious Classes of the Community,
containing, among other Important Particulars, an Account of the Institution for the Education of one
Thousand Poor Children, Borough Road, Southwark ;and of ... 3rd ed., with add, London, 1805.
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George Combe, The Constitution of Man, Considered in Relation to External Objects, 3rd.revised, cor-
rected and enlarged, Edinburgh, 1835.
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[Henry Brougham], A Discourse of the Objects, Advantages, and Pleasures of Science, London, 1827.
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Charles Knight, An Address to the Labourers, on the Subject of Destroying Machinery, London, 1830.
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Joshua Reynolds, The Works of Sir Joshua Reynolds, Vol. t 3, 2nd ed., Corrected, London, 1798.
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O o™ (Anon.) Alarming distress of the country. Speeches at the [T111 | O
meetng at the London tavern, held on the 29th day
of Jury, 1816,for the purpose of raising a subscrip-
tion for the relief of the distressed poor, to which is
added the resolutions and speeches, at... Bolton
0o oo (Anon.) Sketch of the life & character of John Hampden, a [TTT] | O
true & faithful representative of the people in Par-
liament, a staunch and able opposer of tyranny, and
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ed. London, 1827.
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deos (Bordeau) 1829.
0 o Brierley, E. Grammar School, Over Kellet. [N.p., n.d.] 1leaf. (1T | O
0 o™ Chabannes,Marquis de, | Réponse du marquis de Chabannes a la lettre de S. [T111 | O
Exc. M. le maréchal duc de Feltre, ministre de la
guerre.... Londres, 1817.
0 (OO Cobbett, William Mr. Cobbett’s answer to Mr. Stanley’s manifesto. O
[London], N .d.
o | Constant,Benjamin de An eulogium on Sir S.Romilly, Pronaunced at the [TT1] | O
Rpyal Atthenaeum of Paris,... Ed. By Sir T.C. Mor-
gan) London, 1819
M |0 Croxall, Caleb What will reform do?, or, A brief statement of the [1T11] | O
practical benefits of a reform in Parliament : ... 2nd
ed. London, [n.d.]
1 ([ Edgeworth,Maria, Moral tales. 6th ed. Vol. 1-3. 1813. With Exlibris. (1111 | O
Alexander Speirs Esq., Elderslie)




1o Erskin, Thomas,1750- Speeches of Lord Erskine : when at the bar, on mis-
1823 cellaneous subjects. A new ed., London, 1827.
1 Father of Candor, A select collection of the most interesting tracts,
pseud., Zenger, John which appeared during the years 1763, 1764, and
Peter, 1697-1746, 1765., London 1766.
Somers, John Somers,
Baron, 1651-1716
NN Fleetwood, J The life of our lord and saviour Jesus Christ;....
Glasgow, 1809.
EEnEN Newgate calendar, The The new Newgate calendar, or, Modern criminal
chronology, comprehending the most remarkable
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and 1826. v.1. London, 1826.
11 Nott,John A third letter from John Nott, jun. to his fellow
townsmen. [Birmingham, Oct. 25, 1819]
11 Pearson, Charles The substance of a speech delivered by Charles
Pearson,... to which is added, a letter from Mr.
Pearson,... London, [1819]
11 Potter, Edmund Some opinions on co-operative associations, a pa-
per read at the Meeting of the British Association in
Manchester, Sept. 6th, 1861. London, 1862
(T[T | Sidney, Algernon, Discourses on government / by Algernon Sidney ;
O 1622-1683 published from an original manuscript of the
author ; to which is added, an account of the
author’s life, and a copious index. V.2-3. In three
volumes. New York, 1805.
M Tatham, Edward Doctor Tatham’s letter to Mr. Pitt, on the national
debt. A new ed. London, 1797.
11 Ventura, Gioacchino, La religion et la liberté : oraison funébre de Daniel
1792-1861 O’Connell, prononcée a Rome les 28 et 30 Juin
1847. 3e ed. Paris, 1848.
11 Williams, Philip, Esq. A letter to the Right Hon. The earl of Shaftesbury,
on the two reports of the commisioners,... London,
1830. (Disbound)
11 Wordsworth, Rev. A letter to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone,.. On the
Charles doctorine of religious liberty” ...to the bishop of
Aberdeen and Primus. Oxford, 1852. (Disbound)
11 Yates, James, 1789- Memorials of Dr. Priestley. From the Christian re-
1871 former, A.D. 1860, with numerous corrections and
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11 Vie politique, litteraire et privée de Charles James

Fox, membre du parlement d’Angleterre et secré-
taire d’état, etc. / ouvrage traduit de I’anglais sur la

quatriéme édition originale, par J. Martinet.




Projet de loi sur la procédure civile pour le canton
de Geneve : présenté par le Conseil d’Etat au Con-
seil représentatif.

Radical resolutions : adopted at a numerous meet-
ing of patriotic nightmen, to take into consideration
the late transactions at Manchester : and the practi-
cability of kicking-up a row thereat : most respect-

fully dedicated to all radicals.

An Act to amend the representation of the people in
Scotland

Cour des pairs : procés de la conspiration du 19
ao(t : audience de 9 mai.
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Encyclopaedia Britannica Online (London: Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2008). [http://www.britannica.co.uk]
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography: in association with the British Academy: from the earliest times to
the year 2000, ed. by H.C.G. Matthew and Brian Harrison (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004). [http:
/lwww.oxforddnb.com]
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